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NEW YORK 


Police officers surround the Port Authority Terminal after a pipe bomb explosion in a subway passage in New York on Monday. The only 
person seriously wounded was suspect Akayed Ullah, 27, who authorities say was speaking with investigators from his hospital bed. He 
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was being treated for burns to his hands and abdomen. James Keivom, New York Daily News 


Colleen Long Associated Press 


A would-be suicide bomber inspired 
by Islamic State extremists strapped on a 
crude pipe bomb, slipped unnoticed into 
the nation’s busiest subway system and set 
the device off at rush hour Monday morning 


Akayed Ullah in a scenario that New York has dreaded for 
is suspected years, authorities said. 

of setting off In the end, the only serious wounds were 
apipebomb to the suspect, identified as Akayed Ullah, a 
strapped 27-year-old Bangladeshi immigrant and for- 
to his body. mer cab driver. But the attack sent terrified 
New York City commuters fleeing through a smoky passage- 
Taxi and way, and three people suffered headaches 
Limousine and ringing ears from the first bomb blast in 
Commission the subway in more than two decades. 


“This was an attempted terrorist attack,” Democratic 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. “Thank God the perpetrator did 
not achieve his ultimate goals.” 

The suspect had looked at Islamic State propaganda on- 
line and told investigators he acted alone in retaliation for 
U.S. military aggression, law enforcement officials said. 

In Washington, President Donald Trump said the explo- 
sion highlighted the need to change immigration policies, 
including the type of family-based visa Ullah obtained to 
come to the U.S. in 2011. Such visas are “incompatible with 
national security,” the Republican president said in a state- 
ment. 

“America must fix its lax immigration system, which 
allows far too many dangerous, inadequately vetted peo- 
ple to access our country,” said Trump, who campaigned on 
cracking down on immigration. 

SEE BOMB, 3 


Inside: Sen. Cory Booker calls rail stations “soft targets” for attack and urges 


greater federal expenditure to bolster security there. PAGE3 
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Christie 
laughs off 
Murphy’s 
request 


In exchange of letters, 
governor tells successor 
he’s not freezing spending 


Matt Arco and Samantha Marcus 
For The Star-Ledger 


The transition’s really short honeymoon 
is over. 

Gov. Chris Christie and Gov.-elect Phil 
Murphy are at odds over the incoming gov- 
ernor’s request that Christie refrain from 
spending extra money or doing anything to 
worsen the state’s finances during his final 
month in office. 

Murphy’s 14-item request came in the 
form of a letter sent to Christie’s office last 
week. 

“Chris, deep appreciation for this and for 
all!” was scrawled at the bottom by hand, 
with Murphy’s signature. 

Christie responded with a letter of his 
own Sunday, saying, in essence, that he’s 
still the governor until Jan. 16 and Murphy 
should take a hike. 

“As you might imagine, I was shocked to 
be informed that your personal letter to me 
(along with a wonderful handwritten note 
at the bottom) has come into the posses- 
sion of the press before I was even able to 
craft a reply,” Christie wrote after Politico 
NJ obtained a copy of the letter. 

Murphy’s request and Christie’s 
response signal increasing friction between 
the two men. 

Democrat Murphy hammered Republi- 
can Christie’s record for 18 months on the 
campaign trail, but the two put it behind 
them after last month’s election. At their 
first meeting following Murphy’s vic- 
tory, they met in a 90-minute closed-door 
SEE LETTER, 6 


IN NEW JERSEY 


Punching his ticket 


After capturing an Olympic medal in 2016, 
Shakur Stevenson is building his career as 
a prizefighter. “I haven’t peaked yet,” says 
the Newark native. “I’ve just got to stay 
focused and hungry.” Page 9 


NEWARK 


Ex-governor tied to cushy hospital job for pal 


Complaint of ‘no-show or low-show’ 
post deemed ‘credible’ by investigator 


Susan K. Livio For The Star-Ledger 


A former governor who is chairman of the board at Uni- 
versity Hospital in Newark recommended the hospital hire 
a friend, made her his personal assistant, and signed off on 
a promotion and a pay raise for what was later deemed a 
“no-show or low-show” job, NJ Advance Media has learned. 

Donald DiFrancesco, the former state Senate president 
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who also was governor for most of 2001, 
made Jill Cooperman his assistant and 
began assigning her work weeks after she 
was hired in January 2014, according to a 
report investigating her tenure at the qua- 
si-public city hospital. 

Cooperman’s salary at University Hospi- 


plained that Cooperman had been given “a low-show or a 
no-show job,” with a vague job description, said Annette 
Catino, a board member who hired an outside law firm to 
investigate the accusation. 

DiFrancesco declined to be interviewed for this article. 
Through a spokesman, Bob Sommer, he released a statement 
confirming he had recommended Cooperman fill a position 


tal rose from $94,000 to $125,000, and her Former in the general counsel’s office but denying she received any 
title changed from senior staff attorney to Gov. Donald favoritism. 

assistant general counsel and secretary of DiFrancesco However, the investigation concluded the complaint was 

the hospital’s foundation from January 2014 Star-Ledger “credible,” according to the report by Vito Gagliardi Jr. of the 

to April 2016, the report said. file photo law firm Porzio Bromberg & Newman in Morristown, who 
A University Hospital whistleblower com- SEE JOB, 6 
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